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ANOTHER COMPROMISE PROPOSED.

Ix Spxars~Frepvany 28, 1856,

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, il have been wuili:;'ﬁn seve-
ral days for an & iate acension o p ider-
ation o the Bnnnf!w:?lin of propositions connected with the |
distraciag question which bas agitatéd us so long. I now
desire the courtesy of the Semate 10 exiend towe' the privi-
lege uf miking some explangtions of the resclutione which I
have lo presnt.

I owe an apology to the'Eenate, Mr. Presillent, end to the |
pablie, for being the mediam of presenting any series of pro- |
positions or resolutiens subjact which has-occupied the ;
attentisn of this body so!long, and in relation to which so
great a number of propesitions have already been -submitted
and eommented on v “gen‘lemen far more distingaished for
alility and influence in the.eountry than meyself. And, sir,
I desire to state that'! trust'[ sm not actusted inthe slightest

degree by any petty-ambitien of desiring topresent proposi- | P2

tions «f my own ; or that [thave the presumption i@ suppose
that'[ shall be able to dffer any thing that will meet the gene-
ral ptation and spprobation of this body ; or, -least of all,
that [ could aspire to the honor of being s «pacificator. I
neither pretend to, aer-am T entitled to that position here, or
in the country, as .respesic any weight te begiven to sny
propositions I shall rabmit, kecuuse they come from: me. No,
sir, [.do not claim this consideration, and I ruther think that
no particular weightor inficence can be given io any propo-
itione for the adjustment of this controversy made by any gen-
from the Soeth. {They must come frow: gentlemen
from & different. quarbsr—fom the North, where the power
existsto settle this question. The only small mef that I claim
is'that of being n compiler. I caanot sy that thereis a sin-
gle one of the propositios, which I intend ‘to- present, that
is entirely otiginal, .or.one which has not passed rough the
minds of at least a docen honorable Henators.

I do not propose, upen this occasion, to entericlo a gene-
ral disoossion of these distracting questions, ‘imyortant and
interesting as they masbel 1.only desire to sabmut such brief
explanations of any suggesticns contained in the resolutions
which I have to present, which may be different from those
embraced in the numeroas. propositions heret sfora presented.
1T will not trouble the- Ecnatc by reading mote than the last
clause of the short preamble by which I hawe thought pro-

t to preface the propesitions which I design to.present. It
sin in these words:

‘Wherecs -the joint sesolution for snnexing Texas to the
United Stctes, approved Marei 1, 1845, contuing .the follow -
ing condii’on and guaranty,tiat is to say : “ Weow: States of
convenient size, not ing four in , inaddition to

suid Statew! Texas, and havi “s‘uﬂicientpopuhtiwn. may here-
after, by g+ consent of said

ste, be formed out of die terri-
tory thereg!, which shall be. sotitled to sdmission.under the
rovisions «f the federal constitation ;” and such States as muy
foxmied mct of that portion-ol said Tertitory lying south of
36 deg. 30 min, north latitudey ummunl;r_ known as:ihe M_u-
souri compremise line, shall'bg edmitted into the Union with
or without sivery, as the peaple of each State asking .admis-
sion may desre; and in such-State or States as shull be
formed out of suid territory north of said Missouri compro-
mise line, slaecry or involustary. servitude (except fer<crime)
shall be probikted.”

The first pegoosition 1 propese te submit, sir, is in:these
srords :

Resaived, Tha: the obligatien -to comply with the candition
and guaranty sboeve recited in goec faith be distinctly reseg-
nised, and that, in part complience with the same, as so0u as
the people of Texes shall, by an act.cf their Legislature, 2jz-
nify their assent, Ly restrictivg the limits thereol within the
tervitory lying east of the Trinity asd south of the Red niver, ‘
gnd when the peeple of the residue of the territory claimed by |
Texas lying south,of the 34h degrae, of north latitude und wesy |
of the Trimty shel],cwith the assent of Texss, adopt a consti- |
tatiea republican i) Torm, they be admwitted into the Union |
upon.an eqial footipg in all respeets witk the original Statee.

I de not kgow, Mr. President, thstithere has been any de-
sire menifested in the-Bouthern States that a new slave State |,
should e now admitied into the Union, if it were practicable.
I have ceen no notice.¢f any such desire ;:no manifestation of
any expectation even that such a proposition would be offered.
Nevertheless, sir, [ am of opinion that it would have a most
salutary aud healing jufuence st this time throughout the
whole Scuth. [ am pware of the existence of a sentiment
prevalento some extent gt the South, which.supposes it pro-
bable—so strong is the sestiment st the Nonl, in the free
States, agai nst the extepsion of the slave power.in Congress—

tha', o' smy time hereafter, avhen in the course.cf events this
proposition ghall come direatly from the peeple of Texas,
the goaranty and conditions ¢f the joint resoltion referred to
in the preambje will net be cogplied with. They feel no us-
Ssurance upon this point.

I do not ssy that this expectatiqn or this apprehension is
jiatified by auy thing I have seen avowed st the North ; cer-
taialy not by any thing I have henrd avowed in this kall ; for
upea this point [ aust do the gentlemen of the North justice,
and a1y that in spezkiog of the comparative extent and gean-
tity .o free and slgve territory in the United States, the large
territories of Texas, #mbracing some two or three hundred
square miles, have been uniformly peinted to as slave teuri-
tory, out of which othqr slave States may propetly, and with-
out infringing upon the sentiments and opinions of the Nortk,
be admitted into the Unien. It is for the purpose of meeting
and quieting this apprekension of the Bouth, and for the
soothing efect which the admission of such a State into the
Union now would have, thet I have thought proper to pro-

ase it. :

Agaip, Mr. President, it has been commenly the practice
of the Governigent heretofore, when practicable, that when
a slave State has been admiited a new free Btate should
be contemporaneogsly admitted. And so when a {-ee State at
the North was newly admitied, if found practieable, s new
slave State at thg South came in gt the same time. It was
upon this principle that Maine was severed from Maasschu-
setts and erected inte a separate State when Missouri came
in. Miehigan and Askansas were comtemporaneously admit-
ted, [ believe, in conformity with the same sentiment. {owa
and Florida were I believe admitted in the same way. Sir,
I am aware tht this practice cannot be long continued. No
expectation can be, or is a¢ far as I koow, indulged by the
South that it can be continued for any length of time to come.
Bet now it is proposed to admit California es a free State.
Hevre is a Territory, here is & popnla'ion authorizing the ad-
missicn of a slave State, and thus, if T'exas were to assent to
the formation of the new Btate, the practice might be con-
tinued up to this time at least. I have said, sir, that no ex-
pectation of continuing this practice which has obtained here-
tofore can be indulged by the South. 8ir, what is the pros-
pect before the slave States on this subject? Nebraska and
the Tenitory' of Minpesota will soon, very eoon, form two
addiional free Biates. Oregon will present the country with
four new Btates ; fwo very s:on, and two more to follow at a
subsequent time. I speak advisedly on this subject, from my
knowledge of the territory there. T'wo nmew [ree States will
beture a great while be farmed there, and two may be postponed
to some more remote period. California and New Mexico
will give us four new Sta‘es, it not six. Here, sir, at the
lowest calculation, we have four o Oregon, fiur to New
Mexico and California, and two to the new Territories already
formed in the Northwest ; to say nothing of the Territory still
further north and west of the waters of the Missouri, we shall
have ten new free States! And where is the equivalent to the
slave States to befound ? My first proposition is to admit one
new #tate now in conformity with ancient practice, which
must soon be abandoned. 1 propose to restrict the State of
Texas to the territory lying east of the Trinity and south of
Red river ; a territory large enough to form a magnificent
SBtate—one of the first class, The popu'ation in these limits
is altoge'her sufficient to suthoriza the formation of a State.
I am advised that it is equal to the existing ratio of represen-
tation in Congress.

The new State proposed Lo be admitted into the Union with
the assent of Texus includes all the territory now claimed by
Texas lying west of the Trinity and south of the thirty furth

raliel of north latitude. The territory proposed for the new

tate, it will be perceived, is of very large extent ; the popu-
latjon is mo:e than sufficient to justify the formation of a new
Htate, excoeding the populstion east of the Thinity by many
thousands. ;

The proposition does not involve nor ak.of the North any
violation of sentiment or fecling there, unlesa it be one based
upon a design of violating sacred obligations, which [ am sure

lished by tdsproposition; and the second question is, "wiat
l;riu shoibi thrgmnmnt of the United States pey Tor it?
That I comceive to be the main subject of inquiry. Aod
who, Mr. President, will cavil upon that point I And whe will
calculate the value of this Union in reference to a ptopo,llau
which may secure its harmony, perhaps its permenente
I For my pért, T regard this Union as above all'price. I
know of no arithmetic by which to compute the velue-ef this
Unienin dellars and cents. » : |
But gentlemen may suy the Union is not in danger. Ah!
If so, then I shall be a great deal less solicitous that these
dissensions shall be quieted—that thesa notes of harsh dis-
cord which we hear resounding through this ball ‘from day to
day shall eease. But if the Union is in no danger,if it shall

‘be & barren"witlory, for there would he mo slavery there, The
'Paso del Norie, where slave labor ‘might

:
|
1

prinei h“m'dmp:uw.l Bir, I admit’ there
iple would be & ¥ '

sdmething n m‘; but of what value would it be in refereace
1o present or to futore scguisition } f
when ! Do we not delude ourselves in our estimate ‘of 'the
value of that principle—the Missouri compromise line ! ‘Have
we not-kad -enough of acquisition en the side of Mesico?
Where else do we expect further scquiritions ?  Culbm,per-
haps. 1f'Cuba ever comes into the'Union we need not axgue

say

stand, with all its present magnificent allotment of ‘Stat and
of gréat communities, is there no danger that the history of
its fature career will be marked with continued jealousies,
discontent, violent hatred and animosity, which wil: assuredly
impair its energy and strip it of half its blessings  These,
sir, are the considerations which I wish te present upon this

the question of the prob bility whether Cuba will-be s -slave
or & free State.  If, in the vicissitodes of the affairs of nations,
Cuba should ever be presented to the United States to be an-
nexed to them, we all know it must necessarily come in es a
slave State. ‘Aund in the contingemoy that the elave popula-
tion of Quba should sssert their freetom, it weuld not be a
lesirable acquisition to the people of the United States, North

int. And who will make a diffe in the ted value
of the propesed cession between five, and even ten millions
of dollars, if interposed between fature harmony and future
discord, futars fraternal feeling and fature rankling hate ! 3[5’.
I cannot conesive that there can be any difficuliy upon this
proposition. [ mean as to the amount of the consideration
pro‘vmd torke given to Texas.

ell, sir, my next proposition is as follows : ;

Resvived, That when the ulation of tt portion of
the tervitory-claimed by Texas, ll;i?g south of thc 34th paral-
lel of nerth Jatitude and west of the Colorado, -shall be equal
to the ratio 6 representation in C"nlf:“ uniler the last pre-
ceding apportionment, according to the provisions of the con-
stitution, and the people of such Territory shall, with the as-
sent of the naw - State contemplated in the preceding resolu-
tion, have adopted @ State constitution republicsu in form,
they be admitted into the Union as a State upen-an equal foot-
ing with the original States,

The principsi point in this resolution is the prospective ad-
mission of enother State, to be carved out of the Territory of
Texas, whether slave or free to be determined by the people.
It will prebably be a ‘slave State. In regard towhich I have
to remark that the apprehensions of the North on the subject
of the jereation of new clave States need notibe excited by
the reading of this resolution. When admitted, it will bo the
last of its race. It will and must close the accaunt, in my
judgment, of slave States then and forever, ar-fir as long ns
this Union lasic. If this proposition should be adopted, and
this Territory be admitted into the Union as.a -Btate, there
will then have been three slave Slates carved out of the terri-
tory belonging -to Texas—Texas and the two new slave
States now proposed to be admitted. This number, you will

llect, Mr. ‘President, falls far short of the calculations of
Southern gentlemen ; of the advocates of the annexation of
Texa+, whenthat question was presented to the A merican
people, Fouror fiveslave States, it was estimated, might and
would be carved out of that territory. Four slave States
might be carved out uf that territory, because theréis a coun-
try extensive enough, rsich enough, fertile enoughto sustain
a population that wuuld authorize its division iuto fourStates ;
but, with the scrangement now proposéd, it would be impossi-
ble that such a project.should be ever entertained. The peo-
ple of these two States will not consent to have their boun-
daries cut down so as to reduce them to the condition of me-
dium sized States of thie Union. They expect to be, and will
maintain the. prospect of being, large and populous States of
the Union. Therefore, .gir, there can be no prospect.of the
further admission of slave States into the Union at any time.

My next resolution proposes to incorporate all the tersitory
claimed by Texas noith of the 34th parallel of north latitude,
and extending to the 42d parallel of north latitude, with the
Territory of New Mexico ; and that those Territories united
have aform of Government prosided for them suitable to the
eondition of the population, smd without any restriction upon,
the subject of slavery. 'The resalution is in these words :
Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas ly-
ing north of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and which may!
be eeded to the United States by T'exas, be incorporated with.
the Territory of New Mexico, except such part theveof as lics,
enst of the Rio Grande and south of the 34th parallel of north
lulitude, and that the Territory .m.crmioued form a State, to!
be admitted into the Union when the inhabitants thereof shall
adopt a eonstitu’ion, republican in foom, with the consent of
Cangress ; but in the meaa time, ané until Cengress shall
give such consent, provision be made for the government of
the inkabitants ot said Territory spitelde to their condition,
but without any restriction as to slavery.

The (first point which will be suggested to the mind of
honorable Senators by this resolution is, that here is a sur-
render of 23 degrees of slave territory to he thereafter free
territory. The southern boundary of these united Territo
ries east of the Rio Grande will be 120 miles south of Santa
Fe, and estending thence east. to the western boundary of
the present Indian territory of the United States. The point
to which I wish to direct the attention of SBenaters is, that, for
whatever porticn of territory that may be claimed to be free,
and included in the Territory proposed to be erected into a
new Siate west of the Trinity and south of the 34th parallel
of north latitude, there will be an equivalent of slave territory
surrendered, lying north of the 34th parallel of norih latitude.
It will be remembered that the Missouri compromise line is
the parallel of 86 degrees 30 minutes. Thus two and a
half degrees of slave territory will be given up to became free,
a8 I think will be led in the lid judgment of all.
“Then, sir, all ground of opposition is taken away from this
proposition, on the part ¢f those who may be called, the ¢ no-
inch of new slave territory’ party. | meanthat party who
cokld not sleep on their pilows ; or who would prefer to see
the good old ship the * constitution” blown in‘o a thousand
atoms, rather than have oneinch of what is now free territory
with their consent polluted with slavery. I say this with no
ill feeling, but merely for the purpose of stating strongly that
here is a full equivalent of slave territory given up to be made
free territory, for all that is claimed to be now included in the
boundarics of the new States proposed to be carved out of
Texas. ;
Another point worthy of consideration in this proposition
is, that it would close the controversy between Texas and New
Mexico, in regard to the Territory on the Rio Grande. It is
proper to mention that a small portion of this territory lies
south of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and east -of the
Rio Grande, embracing a region of little value, left to be em:
braced inthe new State now to be admitted. But by the ac-
ceptarce of this proposition the controversy growing out of
the T'exan claim to tha Rio Grande will be finally adjusted.

The government which I have proposed for the Territory of

New Mexico thus united with that which may be ceded
by Texas, is to be one suitable to the condition of the people
of the country, but to be without any restriction as to slavery
It may be a Territorial Government in the usnal form, if that
is thought best, and then it will be in conformity with the
propositions of the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, (Mr.
Cray,) without the preamble atttached to his. If there be
any difficulty with regard to that, I suggest that it may be in
the form of the amendment proposed by the honorable Senator
from Michigan (Mr. Warken) to the Senate's bill, at the
last session of Congress; or of the amendment submitted by
the Committee of Waya and Means in the House of Repre-
sentatives to that bill after it passed from the Senate. For
every point of practical utility, either of these propositions
would suffice. For one, it is my deliberate judgment that
whatever form of Territorial Government be established,
whether a provisional or other Government, with or without
restriciions in regard to slavery, there will be the same practi-
cal result.
I know it may be asked, why object to a clause restricting
slavery, if it is certain that slavery will never exist there in
any evenl ! [ answer, because the proposition to impose this
restriction has been the chief source of the agitation in the
Southern section of the Union ever since the question was first
raised in relation to the disposition which should be made of
these Territories. Theright to imposeit is questioned in the
first place. And it is justly regarded more offensive, because
it is unnecessary. It in looked upon in the light of a wanton
insult to the feelings and pride of the South. [t may still be
said that slavery may find a foothold there. While the pre-
sent organization of material creation stands, African slavery
can never find a foothold in New Mexico.

Mr. CORWIN. Why*

Mr. BELL. The honorable ‘Senater from Ohio asks me
why ? BecauseI say, sir, that by'the formation of the country
it has no such adaptation to agricultursl employment as that
slave labor can ever possibly be profitable. It is a region

does not exist. It is in strict conformity with the plighted
public faith of the whole country, North and South.  What
forbids it, then? Texas, Mr. President, may not give i
assent. | have no information to give to the Senate upon that
subject, [ am not suthorized to ssy that any one member of
the Texas delegation in this hou e, or in the House of Repre-
sentatives, is prepared to give his assent to this proposition.
Bur, be that as it may, say that Texas refuses her assent,
yet bere is a peace-offiring from the North. 8o far as it
1# caleulated to have any influence, whether it is rojected or
accepted by Texas, jost credit will be dae to the policy and
magnanimity, or rather justice of the North, in corceding it
by legislation, and making it depend upon the eonsent of the
South, (of Texas,) whether this new State shall be admii-
ted into the Union.

My next resolution, Mr. President, proposes, if Texas shall

far more elevated than any which has ever yet been succrss-
| fully eultivated by slave labor.. It is 85 wholly unsvitable in
! every respect (hat slave labor can never find pr.fitable em-
| ployment there, ‘The demand for laber in the mines will be
| amply supplied by the thousands of free emigrante who will
| go there as sion as mines shall be discovered rich enough
| 1o justify the working of them, to say nothing ot the Indian
| population, which supplies the cheapest labor of all. Why,

then, upon the vague fear in the minds of gentlemen that
| 8ome contingency—the bare conjecture of an accident now
inconceivable to the imagination—should the fate of the Union,
or its continued harmony, be jecpirded by insisting upon a
slavery restriciion clause ’ s the sentiment at the North a
mere blind impulse, having neither sense nor reason (o sustain
it? Ifnot, [ should think these remote, conjectural contin-
gencies would by nd gentleman be made a ground for insist-

azree 10 accepl the cession of all the unappropriated domain | jng upon the introduction of this offensive restrictionz,

in the territory claimed by Texas west of the Coluiado river, |

axti

I consider this proposition only better than that submitted

ing north 1o the 42d parallel of north latitade and to | by the President of the United States in his special message

cede the juvisdiction and sovereignty over, together with the | ypon this subjeet in this: that this proposition would prevent
una propristed donain of all the territory claimed by Texar  (he coming in of a new State before the people ot the Terri-

notth of the 34° of north latitude. | will read the resolution.
It sposke for jtself

Resolved, That if Texas shall agree to eede, the United
States will'aceept a cession of all the unappropriated donain
11 il the territory cluimed by Texas, lying west of the Colo-

rad o, wnd extending north of the 4:3d ]urnll-tl of north latitude,

tory shall be July qualified to take upon themselves the charge
of self-government.  The population of New Mexico has not
increaced wo rapidly as was conjectured o year agn. I believe
that there are’very few Americans there now. [t is mostly a
thoraughfare to the great attraction on the borders of the Pa-
cific. Our adventurous young men do not stop there; they

antl o pay therelor a sum not exceeding millions of | "
t!l-li.zr-\.ltr. e a]u;-l»u' in thie firmt place to the extinguishment | Prees on to L‘hﬁ‘rm"_ i
i of the existing public debt of Texas, tor the dis- | | know that many Southern gantleraen, for whose opinions
it the United States are under any obligtions, | [ entertain a high respect, say that the Missouri compromise

mplied or wherwise, und the remainder us Texus shall re-

quire.

Hers, aguin, the firet que tion preser t-d e, will Texas onde | [ will only say, that, even if it conld be obtai
¥ of the purposes intenlel to be accom-

wuis domein for 2

line should at all hazards be adbered to,

I cannot agree with
them.

I will not enter intoa discussion now upon that point.
, even if there

or South. ‘In every point of view, then, I regard the estab-
lishment #f the Missouri compromiee line as a thing ef no
value—e working of benefit of any kind.

lying north of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and west
of the line established between the United Btates and Mexico,
on the £8d meridian of west longitude from Washington, and
running morth from Red river to the Arkansas, there is no
population. L allude to that portion of the territory rnpcnad
to be incorporated with New Mexico, which lies within the
admitted limits of Texas. It is altogether unsettled. K is
merely an«cpen plain, traversed by the Camanches and the
buffislo ; not a white man to be found on it.

My next-resolution proposes to inccrporate all the couniry

ceded by Mexico to the United States, lying west of New
Mexico and east of the contemplated new Blate of California,
in one territory. The proposition, of cesrse, contemplates aidi-
vision of the territory at some fulure &me, and when the set-
tlement in it shall require. This is proposed, upon the idea
that it is mot proper or expedient to give any assurance to that
peculiar peaple, the Mormons, by providing a separate Terri-
torial Goverament for them, or to hold eut any expectation that
they will ever be admitted into the Union asa Btate.
It may be proper that they should be admitted ; bat till
we know more of their policy, designs, .and hutlmthm-—- ) §
speak not exzolusively of religious institudions—I should. think
that no Senator would be to doumore for them than
to extend to them an adequate protection. The proposition in
this resolutien-is to provide for the Mormons, all other
settlements and: inhabitants, as in the case of New Mexico,
a form of government suited to their comdition. They will
want bat little ymore than the protection of our arms, at least,
for a considerabis.time, against the depredations and massacre
of the Indians. .
The next resalution proposes the immediate admission of
California s a Biate of the Union ; and it embraces the idea
of accepting its present boundaries. It has been objected to
the admission of Galifornia that her boundarics are too exten-
sive ; that her territory is too large ; that two or more States
might be carved out.of the territory assigned tait. Be it eo.
Is it desirable that itshould be so divided, either:to the North
or to the SBouth * It will make a large and pewerfu| State, it
is true ; but, for my part, I wish it had included the country
of the great Salt Luke jn addition to its present teyritory, I
care not how large it iss* It will not be so large, I believe,

s the proposed new Btate to be erected in Texas. It.is ob-

jected, and strong exmception is taken to the manner in which

the constitution was framed ; but it should be remembered

that that constitution iseatisfactory to the inhabitants of that
munlr;; and upon what pretext, therefore, can Congress

object * We hear no murmurings of dissatisfaction on the

part of any of the inhabitants of California. There was, in-

deed, a small minority opposed to it on some particular points,

but they acquiesced in its adoption by the majority. As to

the competency of the peuple for self-government, I would

sefer you to the provisions of the constitution itsell. It is

pet acceptable to me ; it is nat acceptable to the South gene-

rally on one particular point; .but it is clear that that is a

point which we must concede, siace it is the will of the people

«of that country,

Lkgow it is objected that many of the residents of Cali-

fornia are not citizens of the Uunited States ; that they are

not pesmanent residents ; that a gveat pertion of them are

foreigners, who have found their way into that country in

pursnit of gold ; or that they sre transient passengers. Bat

where (s the evidence of that? The whole population of
that Torritory is described as being abaut a huudred thousand §

and some ten or fifteen thousand, no doubt, may have gone

there with & view of returning os soen as they have gratified

themselves by seeing the country, or in resping as much of

i's fruits as they can secure. But, sir, there is alsoa class of

permanent inhabitants—not including the old Mexican inha-

bitants—enterprising men, who have become residents ; who

bave acquired a foothold on the soil, who have made valuable

improvements, who have fixed their destines there during

life. A large number of this class are engaged in various

enterprises ; not merely in gold digging, but in the cultiva-

tion of the soil, ia the erection of buildings, in the pursuit of

trade and commeree, building up towns and eities. These

are the portion of the population, at least it was this de-

scription of population who had the piincipal agency in

forming this constitation. . They are satisfied with it, and

that is sufficient.

I have heard it suggested that this constitution was framed

under the exercise of an improper influence on the part of the

President of the United States. I have seen no evidence to

sustain that suggestion. 'The initiative in the formation of
that constitution was takn before sny message or even any

ship srrived from the United States conveying a message from

the President; before any intelligence had reached their
shores as to what were the opinions and policy of the Presi-

dent upon that subject. That is a fact incontestably estab-

lished. And, sir, in regard to the recommendation which be af-

terwards gave through his agent, even the impartial objectore

to this constitution do the Presideat the justice to impute the

most patriotic motives to him ; and [ add also that he was

guided by what was then, and would be now, under the cir-

custances, the soundest policy and the truest wisdom in rela-

tion to the true interests of this country. Wisdom and pa-

triotiem were alike conspicuous in the pelicy of the Presi-

dent in relation to this subject, And whatwasit? Merely

to give his countenance to the manifestation of their true

opinions regarding the form of government which they should

adopt. I have not heard one intimation, public or private,

founded upon evidence or authority, that he desired, meditated,

or suggested any thing in relation (o the question of slavery

or no elavery in the formation of this constitution, leaving the

peoplo entirely free from any influence he might possessas the
supreme Executive of the Union. [ am, therefore, in favor
of the immediate admission of California into the Union with
its present boundaries, in connexion with the other proposi-
tions which I submit. 1 say nothing of what I should do if
the question were to come up stripped of all other questions.

The next proposition proposes to regulate the manner in

which and the time when the people of the Territories of the

United States shall in future adopt State constitutions. That,

I think, we all see the importance of at the present time. It
proposes to avoid the irregularity and anomalies which, in

some instances, have heretofore attended the formation of
State conslitutions by the inhabitants of the Territories, which

are always more or less embarrasring to the Government, and

are likely to be still more so in view of the great number of
new States which will soon be pressing their claims for ad-

_mirﬁ]on into_the Union. I think the proposition’ speaks for
itsell, ;

The next resolution proposes that when Congress shall
consent that the people of any Territory shall form a State
cons‘itution, they shall have the sole power to regulate their
internsl affairs and policy on every question whatever ; and
that they shall be controlled only by the express restrictions
contained in the Constitution of the United States. This is
only imporiant in view of quieting for the future all appreben-
sions as to certain questions which have heretofore given

much dissatisfaction. This is merely a quieting proposition.

The last proposition is that these saveral propositions be
committed to the Committee on Territories, with instructions
to report a bill in conformily wich their spirit and principles.

I have purposely avoided, Mr. President, as the Senste
will see, incumbering these resolutions with too many pro-
visions ; with subjects and questions not altogether distinet,
but which may be easily disposed of when separately taken
up and considercd. There is the fugitive slave bill ; I have
taken no notice of that. On that sybject I entertain no dis~
trust that whatever Congress can do will be done. And #o
as to the question of the abolition of slavery and the slave-
trade in the Disirict of Columbia. T believe these questions
can be readily and satisfactorily adjusted, if we can only settle
this great question in controversy relating to the newly-acquir-
ed Territories of New Mexico and California,

_Mr. President, I do not proposs to enter into any genersl
discussion, or into the discursion of the general principles
nvolved in this question of slavery now. Perhaps [ may
on some fulure occasion y but I desire to be indulged, before
I close, with o few remarks of a general nature.

I have not obtruded myself, as the Senate well know,
upon the attention of this bady in the discussions with which
we have been so liberal y entertsined and interested during
the present session. I have not done so, mainly becanee [ did
not believe myself able to shed light upon the path of other
gentlemen, and especially when I could ree my own pathway,
or the one | was inclined to tread, so dimly.
bigoted coneeit, or confidence, with regard to any p-oposition,
not even those which I have now presented. They are the
best, under the circumstances, that I can conceive of ; and
upon the suggestion, and with the ndvice of a few friends, I
have undertaken to present them. I do not know that they
will meet with ral acceptance even from gentlemen from
the Bouth, while I would be satisfied with them, as indesd
I would w'i'lh wm;‘;? .ddi‘i. rent shape. Yet, sir, of what con-

uence individual opinion vpon such s subject’ I

:T: but an iﬂidnl;ﬂd'l‘heop‘mtimnﬂ:no{ the Boul'l]:‘:l this
time may go far bey any conception which [ may have
of what they would deem satisfuctory >

could be a recognition of slavery south of that lize, it would

Mr. Presidomt, [ believe I have been neither more nor less
agitated or excited, in contemplating the present distracted

I omitted to state in its proper place that, in the: territory |

I have no | bl

£

state of the public mind, than the piture and tendency of
questions involved may fairly warrant; but I

g

e

propositions that have been forwarded to h,
_expresse] in various remonstrances and resolutions of Legisin-
I-tum,ofmmﬂmmddprhaumﬂdnpoflha

Though they msy go beyond what my judgment would ap-
I prove, yet I'can excuse them. It is ble, indeed, that
| they may be the wisest at last ; for I e I would not bea

| laggard in the exercise of all the necessary means,
the contingency shall arise, - of resisting or of redressiug an
| flagrant violaticn either of the rights or the honor of the South.
At the same dime, [ mast say, that, in the State of which I
am a public servant here, T have given no countenance—no
enceuragement at least—to some of the extreme measures
proposed in the South. ‘I have not countenanced the sssem-
‘ bling of the Southern Convention among my friends in Ten-
nessee. , I have, en the other hand, rather encourag+d the re-
posing of a liberal confidence in the North for the settling, not
only of this, but of all other great questions of national and
domestic policy, upon an equitable and [iberal basis, us the
best mode of repressing any hostile sentiments on the part of
the North against the institutions of the South, or of the
South against the North, om any ground whatever. [f, there-
fore, any good should result from the p Bouthern Con-
vention—and I trust that good may re-ult from it, if it is
held—TI shall not be entitled:to any eredit for it ; and if, on |
the other hand, evil should: spring from it, though I may bea
sufferer with every other citizen of the Union, I shall not be
responsible for it.

But [ am not altogether free from apprehension as to the
consequences to the and harmony of this y if those
who hold the majority powershould, in the settlement of these
distracting questions, exercise it stringently and arbitrarily. I
may have indalged in sentiments and opinions in relation to
the good sense, the justice, and the patriotism of Northern
gentlemen far too generous and mng&inga but I shall not
surrender those opinions until { see the most dvcided manifes-
tations of & contrary spirit.

8ir,. I am afraid that the senliment is but too eommon with
Noithern gentlemen, in viewing the demonstrations in’ the
Bouth of a spirit of determined resistance to the avowed po-
dicy of the North, upon the subject of elavery, in'the light of
were bravado—of gasconade.

I'have heard, in my private intercourse with Northern gen-
tlemen, the suggestion that moest - or all of these extrems re-
solves at the South, these extreme demonstrations, may he
fairly imputed to party, to the impulsive passions, and to the
irrqgular ambition of political aspirants, and that it would be
disereditable und pugillanimous in the North to yield a tittle of
what they have considered their true policy upon this subject,
under such circumstances, I desire .to tell these gentlemen,
in all.candor, that I think they ace mistaken. I have watch-
ed the whole movement for years, and I think I have seen a
considerible accession of strength to those who favor extreme
measures of resistance and redress among leading men in
many of the States of the South, not to say in all who are not
aclive participants in the party strife of the day. I have seen,
too, in some of the Southern States, leading men of bath
parties co-operating jn the swme csuse. Every day I
hear of some gentleman of intellest and influence, to
whom it would be unfair to impule molives of personal
or party aggrandizement, committing himself to these
violent resolves. Is it, then, the pert of wisdom to say that
no consideration is due to these movements ! For, though
it may be that the great body of the farming and planting in-

.terests repose in quiet on their farms and plantations, undis-

turbed by the storm which rages around them, yet, when
leading and s:ber-minded citizens, one afier another, yield
to the suggestions of the morc intemperate and excited, how
seon may a whole population be brought to rally in support

.t the most violent and dangerous schemes ?

But, suppose it to be true, as alleged, that most or all of
these violent demonstrations are to be ascribed to party inte-

«rests and views ; (o the irregular wicked passions ; lo the un

bridled ambition of palitical aspirants; etill are not these the
great elements of mischief, the most polent elements of discord,
dissatis(action, and convulsion in all free Governments; and
is it no part of the dutiesof a wise statesman in this country to
give his attention sariously to these sources of danger to the
Hepablic! And when, to the potency of lhaw.mmnntl of
power in an attempt (as it may be so0) to overturn the Gov-
ernment, you superadd a deep sense of wrong and injuary, dif-
fused among a numerous class, embracing extensive sections,
populous and powerful States, can you still say that it is no
part of wisdom to give any serious or grave consideration to
these com influences ! Will you still compose your
minds to the belief that these demonstrations are not to be re-
garded, because the causes which produced them are such as
you do not an: cannot respect ¢

Mr. President, I have heard it suggested that this contro-
versy has been provoked by the South, in their mad pasion
for war and conquest. Suppose it is true. Is that a reason
why this Union should be put in jeqpardy, on a feeling of
resentment or a priaciple of retalistion? Forbid it, every
consideration eonnected with the interest and destiny of this
great country. And let me say, too, that the North must
bear a large share of the responasibility of bringing this condi-
tion of things upon the country; for it was by Northern votes,
by Northern support, that the war was brought on out of
which these new acquisitions were made. It was in good
part by Northern support and countenance that these acquisi- |
tions of new tertitory were insisted on and effected. Wil
they now desert their brethren and allies of the South, and
say they will not come to their relief in this fearful exigency,
produced by their joint counsel and united efforts ?

Mr. President, the main pillar upon which the Union
rests for its preservation has its foundation in the mutual

between ite different members and sections. These have been
the essentisl elements of that noble sentiment of loyalty to
the Union which has hitherto preserved it unscathed and

#imerit of loyalty be once materially impaired ; let this ‘cord,
strong as it may be, yet of the finest and most delicate texture,
and now strained to the highest point of tension, by any unto-
ward act of violence or rash policy be snapped—its grappling cn
the hearts of the people in any of their great sectional divisions

the preservation or of the destruction of the Union will cease
toinspire a rational interest. If it is preserved, its existence
will be nominal 5 its blessings and advantages a mockery.
How long is it since we ll':n seen a mere handful of men—
I will not call them factionists in an offensive sensé, but in
the legitimate sense—in the House of Representatives, inter-
posing between the two grest and legitimate parties of the
country, and preventing the organization of the House, and
deluaying the whole business of legislation for an entire
month ?  Let sueh a spirit as that be once diffused among the
Representatives of nearly half the Union, and your Govern-
ment is as effectually paralyzed and defeated of its object as
though this Union were, in terms, dissolved.

1 have heard other remedies, other reliances, I will not say
what, alluded in private conversation, for the preservation of
the UUnion—alluded to, I thiok, upon no great consideration.
But, sir, this Union can never be preserved by enforced obser-
vance of its obligations. Your army and navy are not compe-
tent to it under circums’ances of peril like the present. No,
sir, this Union cannot be by all the sacred a:socia-
tions or traditionary references derived from its early history ;
nor by a regard to obligations contracted in the most solemn
and imposing forms, snd attested by the most veneraled
names ; nor by glory won aunder a common banner ; nor by a
wotld-wide fame ; nor by all these united, if, by any sct or
scheme of pulicy deliberately planned, any great principle of

-common and equal justice as between the different sections of

the Union should be wantonly and flagrantly violated.

r. President, I purpose at this time to say no mcre upon
this subject. I beg pardon of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
Rusk) for having trespassed ro long upon’ his courtesy, and
of the Senate for having taxed their patience. [ propose that
these resolutions be laid upen the table, and that they be
printed. Whether I shall move the further contideration ef
them at any future time will not depend upon me so much as
upon the favor with which the Senate may be disposed to re-
gard them.

The resolutions were then sent to the Secretary’s desk, and
were ordered to be printed, as follows :

Whereas considerations of the highest interest to the whole
country demand that the existing and inereusing dissensions
between the North und the South on the subject of slavery
should be speedily arrested, and that the questions in contro=
versy be adjusted upon some basis which shall tend to give
nt quiet, repress sectional animosities, remove, as far as
possible, the causcs of fature discord, and secure the uninter-
rupted enjoyment of those benefits and advantages which the
Union was intended to eonfer in equal measure upon all its
members : -

And whereas, it is manitest, under present circumstances, that
no wljustment ean be of the points of difference un-
happily existing between the Northern and Southern sections
of the Union connected with the subjeet of slavery which shall
secure to either section all that is contended for, and that mu-
tual eoneession upon questions of mere poliey, not involving
the violation of uny constitutional right or principle, must be
the basis of every projeet affording any assurance of a favora-

acceptance :

And whereas the joint resolution for annexing Texas to the
United States, spproved March. 1, 1845, contains the follow=
ing condition and guaranty, that is to say : ** New States of
¢ convenient size, not exceeding four in number, in addition
‘to said State of Texas, and ving sufficient population,
* may hereafier, by the consent of said State, be formed out of
* the territory thereof, which shull be entitied to admission
‘ under the provisions of the federal eonstitution ; and sue

¢ States as may be formed out of that portion of said territory
‘lying south of 36 30 minutes norih lati com-
* monly known sa the Missouri com se line, shall be ad-
¢ mitted into the Union with or without sluvery, as the people
“of each State wsking adiistion may desire ; and in uk
* Brate or States as shall be formed out of said t nort!

“of suid Missouri eompromise line slavery or involuntary

-

servitude (except for erime) shall be prohibited :* There-
|l L R
a

States. A
2. Resolved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the United
States will accept a cession of all the unappropriated domain

in all the territory claimed by Texas lying west of the Colos
rado, and extending north of the 42d parallel of north latitude,
and to pay therefor w sum not exéeedi millions of

dollars, to be applied in the first place to the extinguishment
of any pertion tl",P the existing publie debt of 'l’e:l‘.l‘m for the
discharge of which the United States are under any obliga-
tions, implied or othepwise, and the remainder as Texas shall
re. ‘

oA T i e s

territory e y Texas, lying s Sith -
lel of north latitude and west of the mll b:p:;;lnl
to the ratio of npnmmioninCme under the last pre-
eeding apportionment, according to the provisions of the con-
stitution, and the aof terri shall, with the as-
sent of the new State eontemplated in g resolu-
ean in lorm, they

ion of

tion, have adopted a State constitution
be admitted into the Union as & State upon an equal footing
with the original States.

4. Resolved, That all the territory now elaimed by Texas,
lying north of the 34th lel of nocth latitude, and which
may be ceded to the United States by 'Texas, be incorporated
with the Territory of New Mexico, except such part thereof
as lies east of the Rio Grande and south of the 34th parallel
of north latitude, and that the territory so form a
State, to be admitted into the Union when the inhabitants
thereof shall adopt a constitution, republican in form, with the
consent of Congress ; but in the mean time, and until Con-
gress shall give such consent, provision be made for the gov-
ernment of the inhabitants of said Territory suitable to LE:ir
condition, but without any restriction as to slavery.

5. Resolved, That all the terri ceded to the United
States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hi lying west of
said Territory of New Mexico and east of the contemplated
new Btate of California, for the present continue one territo-
ryy and for which some form rnment suitable to the
condition of the inhabitants be provided without any restric-
tion as to slavery, . i

6. Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by the

of the western portion of Cnlifcmn'n} and presented to

ongress by the P t on the 13th day of February, 1850,
be acee| and that they be admitted into the Union as a

g::: upon an equal footing in all respeets with the original
B.

B Mgd‘“'l'.hnt in fature the formation of State constitu-
tions by the inhabitants of the Territories of the United States
be regulated by law, and that no such constitution be herenf-
ter tormed or ado by the inhabitants ot any Territory be-
longing to the United States without the consent and authority

of 58,

8. Reeolved, That the inhabitants of any Territory of the
United States, when they shall be authorized by Congress to
rm a State constitution, shall have the sole and exclusive
power to regulate and adjust all questions of internal State
policy, of whatever nature may be, controlled only by the
:::Insrtr:;:m expressly imposed by the constitution ot the Unit-

9. Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in-
structed to t & bill in conformity with the spirit apd prin-
ciples of the loregoing resolutions.

- ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA.
Mr. HAMLIN. With the consent of the Senator from
Texas, (Mr. Rusk,) I move thatthe Senate proceed to the

California. 1 do it only for the purpose of assigning s day for
its consideration.
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have asuggestion to of-
fer, which I might as well make now as at any other time, 1
rise, on the part of my colleague, to meke a request of the
Senate that he shall be allowed an opportunity, at one o’clock
on Monday next, to present his views to the Senate on the
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crix,) which
I believe were made the special order for to-day. He has
been affected for some time by the cold weather of the season,
and within the last few days has greatly recovered, though,
in the estimation of his friends, it has not been thought ad-
visable that he should attempt to deliver his views in the Sen-
ate, and he bas therefore requested me to ask the Senate to
allow him—he of course being present—the privilege of having
his remarks read by some friend at that hour. With these
remar
Mr. DICKINSON. No motion is required ; the mere re-
quest is enough,

Mr.-BUTLER. Very well, I am sat'sfied if such shall
be considered the general understanding of the Senate.
Mr. CLAY. 1 rise to express my hearty concurrence in
the suggestion, and I hope that, without its being necessary
to make any entry of the fact on the journals, it will be
unanimously considered that the request of the eminent and
distinguished Senator, whose absence from the Senate is cause
of the most unfeigned regret, is at once accorded. It requires
no entry on the journals.
Mr. KING. I trust the simple suggeston will be consider-
ed as sufficient, and that no formal motion will be required to
go on the journal. Therecan be no doubt the Senate will
hear with great pleasure the views of the distinguished Sena-
tor, whether read by his colleague or delivered by himself. I
hope the Senator will have the power to be present himself ;
but if not, then I am willing, as is no doubt the Senate,
that some friend shall read his views for him, even if he is
not present.
Mr. CLAY. Undoubtedly.
. The motion of Mr. Hamrix to postpone the further con-
sideration of the President’s message on the subject of Cali-
fornia until Tuesday next was then agreed to.

: THE COMPROMISE.
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the

Crar.)
Mr. WALKER. Before the Benator from Texas takes
the floor, I wish, as I understand it is his intention to speak

second resolution of the Senator from Kentucky.

Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to yield the floor for that
purpose merely.
Mr. WALKER. I have no disposition to occupy it, ex-

cept to offer an amendment to the second resolution of the

propose to amend the second resolution by inserting the words
** but has been abolished and prohibited togetber with the slave
trade,” after the word ** law,” in the firet line ; by striking
out the word *“is,” and inserting ** can,” in the same line 3
by striking out the words * likely to” in the first and second
line, and by ineerting after the word “Mexico,” in the third
line; the words ** without positive ensctments ;” so that, thus
amended, the resolution will read as follows :

“ Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, but has
been abolished and prohibited, together with the siuve trade, and
cannot [is not likely to] be introduced into any of the territory
aequired by the United States from the Republic of Mexico
without positive enactments, it is inexpedient for Congress to
Frowd_e by law either for its introduction into, or exclusion
rom, any part of the said Territory,” &e.

Mr. RUSK then resumed, and concluded the speech which
he commenced yesterday.

Mr. WALKER. I propose that the amendment which I
submitted this morning be printed, and I will then move to
postpone the further consideration of the resolutions until
to-morrow.

Mr. HALE. I want toask the attention of the honorable
Sepator from Texas for one moment. T listened to his re-
marks with a great deal of pleasure, but I want to correct a
slatement made by him in regard to a matter of history.
The Senator spoke of a certain hobby, I suppose he alluded
to the Wilmot proviso, upon which, he said, individuals had
ridden into Congress. [ will inform the Senalor, so far s
80 humble an individual as myselfis concerned, that I was
clected to Congress some twelve months before the introduc-
tion of that proviso. The Senator will perceive, therefore,
zh;t hll;ytt leas’, have not ridden into Congress upon that
¢ihol "

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator mistakes me if he
supposes that I said he rode into Congress upon the Wilmot'
proviso. I said it was a Senatorial hobby, I am willing to
give the Senator from New Hampehire credit for coming in
on foot, ar.d I hope he will keep on foot. [Laughter.]

‘T'he motion to print end to postpone was to.

And the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Moxpay, FEsruary 25, 1?“&1 ‘ :
Among the papers presented to day was one r. Scugxc
of a onmllpand prouodp ings of s Convention of delegates
ohﬁeg by the people of New Mexico, held at Santa Fa'on
the 24th of September, 1840, presenting a plan for a civil
government of said Territory of New Mexico, and asking the
a tion of Congress thereon ; which he moved 1o have referred

to the Committee on Territories and printed.
Mr. HOWARD to debate the petition—
Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules be mpnndml. for
the purpose of considering bis mation now; which motion was
sgreed 1o : Yeas 185, nays 42. :
The question was then taken on the motion of Mr.
Scuxxcx, that the petition be referred to the Committee on
Territories and be and it was decided in the sfirmative.
Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent of the House
to introJuce the following resolations : 4
1. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, it is alike
expedient and , under the constitu for the Gov-

h | ernment of the U\ &d States 10 construct a railroad or other

ou':. e mmle domn::n without the limits ntfb:
State, 80 a5 L0 un and commereinl purposes
dlqnun:l separate portions of the blie.
2. That such a connexion ought to be made and owned
the Government th our own territory, where the trade
its lines would be torever under the proteetion of our

consideration of the President’s message on the subject of | 4
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th which they pass |
land slong the routes to aid said States

ment of a line of the eleciro-magnetic ; from '

Louis to San Francisco by liberal donations of therpublie Jand,

.n‘dgm:':zlngtbewuﬁw of the Governmeut at her:
8.

e Aiabmg he oy
t & select committee
into consideration the subject of the great “?plnudm’hk.

s and ex-
of establishing the same u the principles above
mmn, or upon such other pl-insmI les upidhny may deem:
;irgm and proper ; and that they have leave to réport by bill.
ETWise,
Mr. ROOT objecting— ; :
Mr. BOW. moved a suspension of (he rules ; which
m was decided in the negative, two-thirds not voting.
r. .
On motion of Mr. THURSTON, the rules were
ed for thohzn'hrpon of enabling him to offer the following reso-
lution, w wus agreed o :
That the Committee on the Tervitories be in~

Il -
Lst. What is the probable present population of on Ter
ritory, and what propertion  of sid mm
citizens, and what proportion foreigners, and what i
of said foreigners have filed their intention to become Ameri=
can citizens, .

2), What first led to the settlement of said Territory
American citizens ; what inducements were held out to

grants to that Territory from the States; the extent and na~
ture of those inducements ; by whom held out ; and what bene-
fit has acerued 1o the G Government from the settlement

of that Territory by American citizens, -
5d. 'What time I{ tukes for emigranta to get to that Territory
overland, or by water, and what are the probable expenses of

miljh.mﬂ y each way, :

ow after the commencement of emi on to-
that Terriln_ryh_,:gfon the General Government pro‘vmleid the
settlers there with a civil Fmrnuenl.; how long lhemple of
said T'erritory had maint.ined u civil government at their own.
expense; when the Territory ‘was organized by the General
Government ; and what were the hardships and inconveniences.
attendant on a settlement in that Territory not. peculiar to &
settlement in the several Territories which have been settled
east of the Rocky Mountains. .

5th Into the propriety and justness of donating land to all
merican eitizens now in said ’Ilerrl , or on their way there
for the purpose of settlement, and to all foreigners now there

who shall become naturalized American eitizens ; and into the
quantity of land to be donated, and the necessary rules and re-

naturalized American citizens respectively,

6th. Into the propriety of donating land, in proper quanti=
ties, and with proper rules and ons, to such American
citizens as shall emigrate to and settle in said Territory here-
after, and to the sons of American citigens in sald Teérritory
hereafter becoming of age and s=ttling there, e

7th. Into the prt‘l'priely, where the sixteenth or thirty-sixth
sections, reserved for sehool purposes by the act of organiza-
tion, shall confliet with the land elaims of individuals as allow-
ed by the laws of the late Provisional Government of said Ter~
ritory, of allowing said claimants to hold their elaims still, and
the Territorial Government to select other lands of equal value
in some part of the Territory not elaimed. )
& Agd, finally, that said committee be further instructed to
inquire info the best means to be adopted by the Government
of dp'romol ing the suttlement and prosperity of said Territory,
and into the importance of the settlement and prosperity of
thut Territory to the commerce of the United States.

Mr. SIBLEY (ihe rules having been suspended for that
purpose) offered the following resolution, which was agreed to:.
esolved, That the Committee on Militury Affairs be in-
structed—

Fivst, To inquire into the sufficiency of the military foree
now stationed on the frontiers of lowa, Wisconsin, and Miu-

nesota Territory, for the delense thereof.

B y. Incuse said force is not sufficient, and there are no
means at the disposal of the Department of War to increase i
said Committee to report a bill authorizing the President
the United States to call into the service of the Uniled States
such volunteers as may by him be deemed necessary to preserve:
the pence of the eountry.

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the House then edjourned
till to morrow at 12 o'clock.

. WepnespaY, Freruary 27, 1850.
The following bills were severally introduced by lgave,

‘read, and respectively referred to appropriate commiltees :

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : A bill to provide a
homestead of 160 acres of the public domain for emg man
who is the head of a family and a citizen of the United States,
or any widow who is the mother of a miner child or children,
who may become permanent occupants and cultivators of the

confidence, the ties of reciprocal interest, and Traternal regard | compromise resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. | soil ; which was read twice.

By Mr. MOORE : A bill to discourage speculation in the
public lands, and to secare homes thereon to actual settlers.
By Mr. ASHMUN : A bill to redace the rates of postage

unburt amid all the storms that have assailed it. Let thissen- | to the resolutions generally, to offer an amendment to the |and to abolish the franking privilege.

By Mr. BRIGGS : A bill to establish a branch mint of the
United States in the city of New York.

Mr. PECK offured the following preamble and resolution :
Whereas the owners of important inventions complain
that great injustice is done them by the unauthorized erection

unloosed and broken—from that moment, sir, the question of | Senator from Kentucky, to which I will call his attention. I | of machinery in the Provinces of for which they have

obtained letters patent, under acts of Congress, by which ma-
chinery goods are manufactured in the said Provinces and sent
into the United States for sale : Therefore—
Resobved, That the Committee on Patents be instructed to
inquire into the expedi of some farther legislation upon
thia subject, wi h the view of protesiing inventions from the
injury complained of, and that they report by bill or otherwise.
The resolution was agreed to.

CALIFORNIA AND NEW MEXICO.
On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missiesippi, the House
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the State of
the Union, (Mr. Borp, of Kentucky, in the chair.

On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, (who was entitled to the
floor,) the consideration of the annual message of the Presi-
dent of the United States was set aside, and the committee
proceeded to consider the message of the President in relation
to California and New Mexico. z

Mr. DOTY, (Mr. Tooxss yieldiug,g offered the following.
bill fur the admission of Ualifornia asa into the Union ;

An act to admit the State of California into the Union,

a Constitution and State Govern and applied for admis~
sion‘into the Union as a State 3 nﬂ”i the said constitu-
tion has been officially communicated to Congress, and is re-
publiean : Therefore— . Vi
Sec, 1. Beitenacted, &c. That the State of California, with
the boundaries described in the said constitulion, shall be and
is hereby deelared to be one of the United States of Ame=
riea, uu;! Endmimd inlt? the Union on an ‘equal footing with the
original Srates, in all respects whatever. '

See. 2. TI:’ said State of Califoraia shall never interfere
with the primary disposal of the soil within the same by the

United States, nor with Congress may make
for securin, title in ::’.h to bona fide purchasers there=
of, and no tax shall be i on lands the property of the
United States ; which said provisions are declared to be

fundamenta! conditions upon which the said State is admitted:
into the Union,

Mr. TOOMBS then proceeded, and
eulject of slavery. .
r. BAKER followed, and also spoke an hour in relation
to the admission of California into the Union.

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, then obtainel ihe floor, and
consumed his allotted hour in a speech on the eubject of
slavery. . )
M?GONHAD next got the floor, but yielded to a motion.
that the committee rise, which was agreed to. Aud the com-

spoke an hour on the

‘miltee rose. 3

On m-tion of Mr. FEATHERSTON the House then ad~
journed 1ill to-morrow at 13 o'clock.
Tuvrspay, Fesrvary 28, 1850.

Mr. BURT offered the following resulution, which was
o tond, That the € Military Affuies be it~
k t t ittee L
R e e S

Late 1
her uI:nEgnvho served in the Florida war and that they re-
ill or otherwise. :
PO 00 motion of Mr. THOMPRON, of Miss., the House re-
solved i's2lf into Committee of the Whole on the State of the-
Union, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed
the consideration of the special message of President of
the United States, transmitting the Coustitution of 0*-}; .
Mr. CONRAD being entitled to the floor, occupied it
e e
1
ur.';mxzn followed, and also
same 3 _ ; g
Mr, ai'gxsn next obtained the i or, but gave way
o motion that the Committee rise, which being agreed ta,’

own flag, and tend to encourage the occypation and eultivation

The Committee ree: and the House adjourned.

7. That, as a pre measure m. :
thiumd.congre:- mm o.:::rn&. gm.:.r

gulations to be attached to donations made to native-born and

4

Whereas the people of California have formed forthemselves

spoke 30 Hour on the




